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ABSTRACT 

Timber exploitation is done to the detriment of other forest users especially local forest enterprises 

that depend on non timber forest products.  There is legal and illegal timber exploitation from the 

forest and both contributes to forest degradation and destruction. This study therefore examined  the 

effect of timber exploitation on local forest enterprises in Ogun State, Nigeria using some randomly 

selected LGAs as case study. Timber extraction promotes complete removal of exploited tree species 

with logging damages estimated at 17.7% of residual exploitation and 8% ground left bare and 

damaged after the exploitation.  Apart from consequent deforestation from timber exploitation, 

income derivable by local forest enterprises from leaves, bark, roots and plant extracts is lost during 

extraction.  Such income if earned, contributes to GDP, which ranged from N60,000 to N150,000 in a 

country like Nigeria depending on the number of species and parts extracted by the local enterprises.  

Furthermore, species of low economic timber importance earlier reserved for local forest enterprises 

such as Parkia biglobosa, Arthocarpus altilis and Zanthoxylum zanthxyloides are now being 

exploited. Such expansion deprives local enterprises of required raw material. Despite the expansion, 

the ‘invisible hand’ of the market does not account for loss of raw material to the local enterprises 

while pricing timber for harvesters’.  It is suggested that forest policy must encourage fixing of new 

prices where timber exploitation receives more attention at the detriment of other forest users. The 

total economic value of the forest must also be considered during timber exploitation. 
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