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Abstract 
In recent years, there have been multifaceted intensification in the exploitation of riparian habitats 
in Ogun state, but no assessment has been made of the potential environmental consequences of 
these human activities. This prompts the study of selected Rivers Omidu and Okomayan banks in 
Okun-Ijebu. Observation and in-depth interview were employed for first-hand information. 
Additional data collation was from text materials. The research covers: riparian biodiversity 
resources, activities at the banks, ecological impacts of misuse. Riparian biodiversity include 
fauna (Thryotomys sivinderianus, Tragelaphus scriptus and Potamochoerus poreus), fishes 
(Heterotis niloticus, Clarias gariepinusn and Alestes spp) and flora (deciduous, bamboo, shrubs, 
and woody). Similarly, firewood/bamboo collection, sand dredging, intensive vegetable/sugarcane 
farming, laundry, car-washing, and hunting/fishing activities were detected at the river-banks. 
Sand loading at the banks encompasses fees and some community leaders in Okun-Ijebu are 
beneficiaries. Furthermore, cigarette-butts, fuel-pump, oil-filter and confectionery wrapper/plastic 
bottle were materials found at the banks. Moreover, riparian encroachment, contamination/ 
pollution, degradation, erosion and biodiversity vulnerability are consequences of abuse of Rivers 
Omidu and Okomayan banks.  The contemporary utilization of the riparian habitat portends an 
imminent wildlife peril deciphering ecological tragedy. Ogun state government should therefore 
gazette riparian buffer zone with minimum of 240 feet setback as critical components of protected 
areas.  
 
Keywords: Rivers Omidu and Okomayan, riparian habitat, environmental hazard, endangered 
wildlife. 
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Introduction  
Man activities have led to the loss of about seventy to as high as ninety eight percent in 
some areas of natural riparian communities (Malanson, 1993). Riparian habitat is the 
transition point between terrestrial and aquatic biome. River bank resources have been 
sustainably used and managed by people for many years. Riparian habitat is an extended 
terrestrial link to water resources. Riparian is also the proper nomenclature for one of the 
fifteen terrestrial biomes of the earth (www.wikipedia.org.uk, 2012). These ecosystems 
extend up and down streams and along lakeshores, and include all land that is directly 
affected by surface water (Verry et al., 2000). Riparian habitat buffers the negative 
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impacts related to human land use. Riparian habitat is an ecosystem with extraordinary 
biodiversity richness. Riparian biome is unique with continual disturbances related to 
inundation, transport of sediments, and the abrasive and erosive forces of water and ice 
movement that, in turn, create habitat complexity and variability, resulting in ecologically 
diverse communities’ (Verry et al, 2000).  
 
River bank as a pool of essential natural resources is crucial in multiple ways for the 
subsistence of man. Generations past understand this and had prudently put these 
resources into use. The rapid population explosion of the third world nations has put the 
riparian ecosystem under stress of over exploitation and unsustainable use. Biodiversity 
resources of riparian include vegetation community, which in most cases are hydrophilic. 
Conserving riparian areas is one of the most effective ways of maintaining high quality 
aquatic habitats (Parkyn, 2004).  
 
River bank is a key place for wildlife biome, range and animal fodders sourced. The 
removal of streamside vegetation, primarily for development purposes, has resulted in 
degraded water resources and diminished value for human consumption, recreation, and 
industrial use (Welsch, 2008). Riparian has been identified as natural control of water 
movement, waves and tides. Roots of riparian vegetation deflect wave action and hold 
bank soil together (Ellen and Markelle, 2005). The vegetal community network of 
riparian is a reliable mechanism in natural flood management. This feature is unique in 
disaster management. Furthermore, riparian habitat follows the river course, serving as 
corridor, connecting two or more habitats that may otherwise be isolated by land 
transformation of areas in between (Cooke, 1997). Diverse wildlife species range wide 
and far roaming for food, protection, shelter and mates along the river bank. 
 
In addition, riparian ecosystem possesses aquatic purification property. The plant 
population are important in phytoremediation, thereby replenishing soil fertility and 
removing soil and water pollution. Riparian vegetation therefore prevents soil, pesticides, 
fertilizers and oil from entering the river and impacting on in-stream communities 
(Broadmeadow et al, 2004). Riparian buffers are vital elements of watersheds, primarily 
due to their protection of surface and ground water quality from impacts related to human 
land use (Ellen and Markelle, 2005). 
 
Furthermore, removing riparian vegetation from the banks of small, heavily shaded 
streams will have a much greater impact on stream temperature and aquatic habitat 
throughout the watershed than removing vegetation from larger rivers, where only a 
fraction of the water is shaded (Clinnick, 1985).  
 
Lastly, the trees community are required for temperature moderation in the habitat. Trees’ 
canopy provide riparian shade and help moderate the temperature within and adjacent to 
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water resources. Increased water temperatures can reduce the amount of dissolved 
oxygen available in the water and can promote algae blooms associated with 
eutrophication. Increasing riparian vegetation and specifically trees, shrubs and woody 
vines is essential to providing rivers and streams with the necessary shade (National 
Research Council, 2000).  
 
Ogun state has abundant rivers scattered all over the state. Some of the major rivers in the 
state are listed in table 1. So many towns and villages derive their names from one water 
body or the other because of intricate association between early settler and river, stream 
or sea. River Ogun is the longest river in the state with many tributaries and discharging 
into Lagoon. However, the river Okomayan and Omidu are tributaries that originated 
from River Ogunpa in Ibadan, Oyo state. It then flows through Ilara-Akaka community 
where it is known as Meide a very large river. The river course continues till Okun 
community where it divides into Okomayan and Omidu. From this point on, they flow as 
different Rivers across great length of area and later reunited after crossing the Benin-
Ore-Sagamu highway. River Omidu flows underneath the first bridge across the Benin-
Ore-Sagamu highway from Ijebu-Ode towards Odogbolu town, followed by River 
Okomayan in that order.  
 
Recently, river Omidu and Okomayan banks have been greatly depleted by residents’ 
activities. Man anthropogenic activities along the bank have led degradation, to massive 
bank erosion, vegetation community changes, and wildlife distribution along the banks. 
Also, commercial sand dredging and intense sugarcane cultivation occur these days in the 
banks.  
 
River Omidu and Okomayan have served for many years as sources of water for domestic 
consumption, water resources and agricultural purposes for the surrounding communities, 
because it never dried up even during peak of dry season. River Omidu and Okomayan 
sustain small hamlets, villages, settlement and different communities in the area. The 
inhabitants of this study area acclaimed the two rivers to be rich source of fish species, 
wildlife and vegetation supply for their subsistence needs.  
 
The critical roles played by these two rivers make research on the current state of their 
use inevitable. Reliable information on river Omidu and Okomayan banks will create 
public awareness on possible dangers of misuse, thereby averting looming ecological 
disaster associated with unjustifiable uses of these banks which would have catastrophic 
effects on man too as member of the ecosystem.  
 
Objectives 
The primary objective of this research is to establish the environmental consequences of 
man’s misuse of Rivers Omidu and Okomayan banks in Okun-Ijebu communities, Ogun 
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State on the wildlife species. The specific objectives are to: (i) Highlight the relevance of 
riparian habitat of Rivers Omidu and Okomayan to avi-fauna/wildlife resources. (ii) 
Identify and classify areas of exploitation in river Okomayan and Omidu riparian 
habitats. (iii) Identify uses of the riparian habitats of Rivers Omidu and Okomayan banks 
by the residents 
 
Materials and Methods 
The method adopted for this study was mainly observation and repeated visitation to the 
river banks to ascertain various uses of the riparian, indepth oral interview of the 
community members for first-hand information and selective participation in some of the 
activities in the river banks. Additional information was sourced from textbooks, journals 
and internet materials. Three major zones along the riparian habitat were identified and 
the uses to which they were subjected to by community were determined. The purpose of 
this research was to identify the wildlife species present along the riparian and the 
uniqueness of riparian habitat in environment. Materials employed in this study are both 
human (research assistant) and non-human resources. Binoculars and lens camera were 
used in monitoring or assessing the avifauna species. 
 
Result and Discussion 
The place of riparian habitat in wildlife resources 
Riparian habitat offers series of naturally tangible and intangible benefits that are critical 
to the continual existence and dynamism of wildlife species. Riparian play crucial roles in 
wildlife survival as food source point, corridor, shelter, breeding/brooding place, genetic 
pool source, endemic species survival and environmental temperatures regulation. All 
these associated benefits to wildlife are discussed in detail below. 
 
1.   Food point source 
Riparian is a food point source to many wild animal species from the miniscule microbe 
to the larger mammals of terrestrial, aquatic and amphibian origins. Nutrients from 
riparian habitat are flown to aquatic food webs and vice versa. This inducts unique 
energy link between land and water biota. Riparian constitutes resilient network of 
ecological system for the survival of distinct and endemic animal species. Because of the 
dynamic nature of rivers, streams, lakes, and ponds, riparian areas have a wide variety of 
plant and animal communities. These communities form an interconnected food web that 
ranges from tiny microorganisms to bears and humans (Box, 1996). Undisturbed riparian 
habitats are more predisposed to producing quality food source than many terrestrial 
habitats. The high level of biodiversity variation in riparian community transform to 
plethora food source for wild animals.  
 
2.   Wildlife Corridor 
Riparian area is a stretch of open corridor that welcomes wildlife all the year round. It 
functions as link for wildlife disperse. The wildlife habitat provided by riparian areas is 
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especially important because the habitat tends not be isolated and also provides functional 
habitat that is less likely to be affected by roads, street lights and impervious surfaces 
than other urban areas (National Research Council, 2000). The role of riparian as corridor 
is determined by the size of the corridor area. The riparian corridor has no definite size 
but depends on the varieties of wildlife inhabiting the area. The buffer need of wildlife 
varies for different species from insect, bird, small and large mammal. Fischer and 
Fischenich (2000) opined that riparian corridor is essential for routine animal movement, 
migratory species and location of sex mate.  
 
3.   Shelter for Wildlife  
Riparian habitat is rich in flora resources and other required resources; hence, it is heavily 
populated with varieties of wildlife species. Riparian has reasonable volume of water all 
year round; it is therefore useful in wildlife protection and weather control. This is in line 
with Carroll (1999) who stated that riparian is an area with the most water and the densest 
plant cover, providing shade and shelter, protection and preventing unfavourable weather 
condition for many wildlife. 
 
4.   Breeding/Brooding Place 
The fact that riparian is filled with different vegetal cover makes it an ideal place for 
wildlife mating, breeding and nesting. The availability of nesting materials from twigs 
and tree part makes it favourable for bird nesting. The water birds equally make judicious 
use of this area for breeding. It is actually a transitional ground between aquatic and 
terrestrial wild animals.  
 
5.   Genetic pool Source 
Another critical relevance of riparian habitat to wildlife is in the genetic preservation. The 
fundamental needs of the wild animals are found in converging quantities in the river 
bank. For this reason, it is an area of animal convergence. The prey, the predator and the 
scavenger are all part of the food web, thus promoting the genetic flow. Riparian 
naturally is an area identified as genetic bank through interbreeding and sustaining 
genetic diversity of the population. 
 
6.   Endemic Species Survival 
Riparian is endemic to some wild species. These species can barely exist outside this 
environment. Riparian zones also support many rare species (Naiman et al, 1993). 
Riparian habitat is therefore the repository of succour, survival and vessel for 
transmitting the genetic information of the native species from one generation to another. 
Seth (1999) opined that narrow buffers offer considerable habitat benefits to many 
species, as the protection of diverse terrestrial riparian wildlife communities require some 
buffers of at least 100 meters (300 feet). These native wild species have formed web of 
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intricate relationships and possess unique survival mechanism within the ecosystem 
community of this particular area.  
 
7.   Environmental Temperatures Control 
Riparian habitat ameliorates the ambient temperature where the animal forms an 
interdependent community. Excessive heat has debilitating effects on wildlife. It can kill, 
onset abortion, discourage animal movement, and cause physiological disturbances in 
some species of wild animals. The degree of heat effect varies with individual wild 
animal. Naturally, riparian has high water table content and abundance vegetation covers 
which can absorb the effects of scorching heat thereby adjusting the surrounding 
temperature to bearable level for the wildlife (Environmental Defense, 2003). Habitat 
temperature variation affects activities of some wild animals especially the 
poikilothermic species. 
 
Classifying area of use in river okomayan and omidu riparian habitats, Okun-Ijebu, 
Ogun State 
This work revealed that there are varied intensity and pattern of use of the study River 
banks. Different spots along the banks have peculiar usage. For ease of study, the bank 
was zoned into three as follow:  
 
1.   Okun-Owa Community Zone of Okomayan and Omidu Riparian Habitat 
The bank close to Okun community settlement was most intensively farmed for 
commercial sugarcane plantation in Ogun East senatorial District (Plate 1). Aquaculture, 
which made use of earthen ponds of several sizes, predominates in this zone. Little 
activities of firewood collection and bamboo cutting for domestic use occurred here since 
this part of the bank has been massively degraded. Also identified at the bank were some 
forms of domestic fishing and hunting, especially in the weekend and evening time. 
Furthermore, twigs and some epiphytes are cut for local sponge making. These observed 
activities in the study area stated above are synonymous with the work of Williams 
(1990) who reported that global wetlands are been drained on daily basis primarily for 
agriculture and food production. 
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Plate 1: Riparian Vegetation Destruction for Sugarcane Plantation at Okun-Ijebu, 
Ogun State 
 
2.   Benin-Ore-Sagamu Road Zone of Okomayan and Omidu Riparian Habitat 
This area is along the Benin-Ore-Sagamu Highway and it is intensively farmed. All the 
farmers are peasants. The crops planted fall into two main categories namely: Maize and 
vegetable. During the rainy season, the banks often overflow, thereby forcing the farmer 
to abandon the banks. Sand dredging is the most active here for it is easier to haul and the 
truck used can easily link the highway (Plate 2). The National Union of Road Transporter 
Worker (NURTW), in conjunction with the officials of some Local Government and 
some community leaders in Okun-Ijebu are beneficiaries of charges paid by transporter. 
Madebwe and Madebwe (2005) concluded that growth in population, high drought 
incidence rates, national and economic developmental challenges resulted in many farms 
and economic activities being established on river banks. 
 

   
 

Plate 2: Sand Gathering at River Okomayan and Omidu Banks, Okun-Ijebu Ogun 
State 
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3.   Interior Zone of Okomayan and Omidu Riparian Habitat  
This zone has rich vegetation covers and supports the richest diversity of wild animals. It 
is slightly dark because of the tree leaf forming canopy. Different groups of hunters use 
this zone unabated. The vegetation includes deciduous plants, bamboo trees, shrubs and 
woody plants with different epiphytes and grasses (Plate 3). All these attract and support 
the wildlife population to form a niche. This area is usually silent, cool, and ideal for 
abundant food and animal rest. This is what hunters capitalise on to exploit this zone. 
This is where active hunting and fishing takes place. Fish are mostly sold raw at the bank 
and wildlife carcasses are equally sold fresh along the highway. Besides this, traps, 
cutlasses, snares, dog as companion and local guns are used for hunting, whereas fishing 
tools in the study area are canoes, hooks, gear nets and traps. The bulk of commercial 
firewood collection and bamboo cutting takes place here.  
 
 

 
 
Plate 3: Vegetation Formation of Interior Zone of Okomayan and Omidu Riparian 
Habitat Okun-Ijebu Ogun State 
 
Wild animal and fisheries resource of river Okomayan and Omidu riparian 
habitats, Okun-Ijebu 
Riparian habitats are naturally known to be endowed with biodiversity resources. River 
Okomayan and Omidu banks are not exceptions in this regard. There are different species 
of fauna and flora resources that still abound in this habitat despite uncontrolled man 
intrusion into this unique environment. The stated below (Table 1 and 2) are some of the 
animal and fishery resources found in and around river Okomayan and Omidu.  
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Table 1: Fisheries resources in rivers Okomayan and Omidu 

1. Heterotis niloticus 
2. Ctenopoma kingsleyae 
3. Gymnarchus niloticus 
4. Hydrocynus vittatus 
5. Alestes spp 
6. Tilapia zillii  
7. Ichthyborus monody 
8. Parachanna obscura 
9. Hemichromis fasciatus 
10. Clarias gariepinus 
11. Malapterurus electricus 
12. Chrysichthys nigroditatus 
13. Oreochromis niloticus 
 
Table 2: Wild animal resources in rivers Okomayan and Omidu riparian habitat, 
Okun-Ijebu 

1. Red river hog (potamochoerus porcus) 
2. Kob (adenota kob)  
3. Grasscutter (Thryotomys sivinderianus)  
4. Brush-tailed Porcupine (Atherurus africanus) 
5. Oribi (Ourebia oribi) 
6. Mona monkey (Cercopithecus mona) 
7. African giant shrew (Crocidura flavescence) 
8. Bushbuck (Tragelaphus scriptus) 
9. Bush-pig (Potamochoerus poreus)  
10. Flying squirrels (Noalurops spp.)  
11. Africa Civeat cat (Viverra civetta) 
12. Snakes Boar phyton  
13. Africa dwarf crocodile (Crocodilus niloticus) 
14. Giant snail (Archachatina maginata) 
 
Consequences of man actions on river Okomayan and Omidu riparian habitats 
Okun-Ijebu, Ogun state  
The ruthless exploitation of natural environment is not sustainable and it has caused 
series of damage to the precinct riparian ecosystems of rivers Okomayan and Omidu. 
Varied activities perpetrated at the two river banks are described in table 3, and misuses 
are treated below. 
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1.   Riparian Encroachment  
The river banks studied shows high level of riparian encroachment by people. The 
activities identified include the movement of heavy vehicle at the banks either in the 
processes of sand haulage, firewood collection and bamboo transportation. Also, there 
were some pockets of bamboo sheds on the banks (plate 4). Further investigation 
revealed that majority of the sheds serves as point of alcoholic drinks and cigarette sales, 
while some were used for transient resting place during hunting expedition and finally, 
some serve as a temporary place for concluding negotiations during purchase of bamboo 
and firewood, fish and hunting successes. All form of encroachment is inimical to the 
natural environment. Negligence and ignorance about the sensitivity of the area has been 
a major factor encouraging higher frequency of visit by the people into the river banks, 
thereby narrowing and damaging the riparian habitat drastically. Different scholars 
postulated varied riparian corridor sizes for river, stream and sea ranging from minimum 
of 100feet to 550feet depending on the size of the water. The ability of a stream corridor 
to support wildlife is usually directly related to its width (Schaefer and Brown1992). 
 
 

 
 
Plate 4: Okomayan Riparian habitat encroachment, Okun-Ijebu, Ogun State  
 
2.  Habitat Alteration 
The people in and around River Okomayan and Omidu riparian habitats cut trees at will 
and these have seriously affected the natural vegetation of these places. These tree 
species have interconnected values (Plate 5). Riparian zones in mixed coniferous forest 
sites in southwest Oregon supported a higher diversity and density of small mammal 
species than upland habitat (Cross, 1985). The malevolent vegetation removal infers 
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concomitant damage to the river banks’ ecosystem. Other components of the riparian 
ecosystem display confluence signs of environmental alteration. The attendant results are 
habitat destruction, nest removal, breeding ground obliteration, loss of mating place and 
threatened wildlife. Agricultural farming at the banks involves the removal of native 
vegetation and the introduction of new vegetal covers. This is pure indication of habitat 
alteration which is in line with the report of Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (2005) 
that affirmed that the degradation and loss of inland wetlands and species are driven by 
man activities such as infrastructure development, land reclamation/conversion, irrigation 
farming, pollution, overharvesting, and the introduction of invasive alien species. 
 
 

 
 
Plate 5: Riparian habitat alteration at river Omidu, Okun-Ijebu, Ogun State  
 
3.   Soil compaction  
Some points along the river banks are used for washing and cleaning vehicles. Laundry 
activities carried out at the banks are mostly by local residents and farmers. The daily use 
of the bank for washing and cleaning of vehicle causes soil compaction. This causes 
unnecessary hardening of the top soil, therefore destroying the soil nutrients. This 
situation leads to poor aeration and soil infertility which is inimical to vegetation growth 
and indirectly wild herbivore nutrition. 
 
4.   Erosion 
From all indications, the two river banks are terrifically eroded. Signs of water erosion 
abound throughout the length of the banks. The average distance of erosion along the 
banks was 127feet. Tree roots are good source of holding the soil particles together and 
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reducing the water speed at the banks, however, the removal of vegetation is equivalent 
to loss of this vital function. Human uses of the banks which are not in tandem with 
standard environmental practices are the principal factors encouraging erosion. Water 
run-off, shores washing and baked soil are erosion trademarks at the banks (Plate 6). 
Schaefer and Brown (1992) have suggested that a protected river corridor should cover 
the floodplain and an additional upland area on at least on one side. 
 
 

 
 
Plate 6: Erosion sign at the Riparian habitats at river Omidu, Okun-Ijebu, Ogun 
State  
 
6.  Riparian Contamination 
Several research works have established that negative effects of wetland and river bank 
ecosystems functioning can be expected in riparian habitat due to human activities 
(Morris, 1991). The variant of leftover items found at the banks establishes the high level 
of contamination (plate 7). Items such as detergent wrapper, plastic bottle, chemical 
effects (gear oil, engine oil, and fuel pump) litter the river banks. In addition, cigarette 
butts and food remnants were also found at the banks. All these items are alien and 
poisonous to the riparian and water ecosystems. It is relatable to note that all these wastes 
were new as at the time of this study, indicating their recent or fresh use. Mironga (2005) 
stated that drainage and other forms of disturbances associated with agriculture are the 
main contributors to riparian loss in Kenya.  
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Plate 7: Riparian Contamination at River Okomayan Bank, Okun-Ijebu, Ogun state 
 
Table 3: Human activities at Okomayan and Omidu riparian habitats Okun-Ijebu, 
Ogun State 
 
 List of Okomayan Riparian Omidu Riparian Activities  Present Absent Present 
Absent  
 
1.  Sand Dredging + -  
2.  Tipper/Car washing + +  
3.  Religious bathing/Local Laundry - + 
4.  Fish Pond Construction + +  
5.  Water pumping machine use +  
6.  Firewood/Bamboo Collection + + 
7.  Cigarette/Alcoholic sales at the bank + - 
8.  Maize/Vegetable/Sugarcane farming + +  
9.  Palm wine tapping = River Omidu, - +  
10.  Wildlife hunting/fishing 
 
Conclusion 
Though Ogun state has abundant water bodies such as stream and river across the state, 
and Lagoon; creeks and sea in the Ijebu Water-side Local Government of the state, 
however, the riparian habitats of rivers Okomayan and Omidu are extremely threatened. 
These riparian threats reduced wildlife survival and genetic pool, and also caused a 
reduction in endemic species diversity and alteration of wildlife corridor for amphibian, 
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aquatic and terrestrial fauna in the bank. Intact riparian habitat ameliorates the negative 
impacts of environmental misuse by man (Brandt and Lim 2012).  
 
The present use of riparian habitat in the studied Rivers in Ogun state show serious sign of 
over exploitation, lack of management and restoration programme by government. 
Majority of the people using the river banks do not know the environmental significance of 
the habitat to biodiversity in the state. Furthermore, firewood collection for household and 
commercial purposes, extensive bamboo cutting, commercial sand dredging and intensive 
sugarcane farming were observed at the river side in so many areas especially in the 
interior area along the bank. Also, unrestrained hunting and illegal fishing which cut across 
all ages occurred along the shore. Likewise, local laundry, car wash and religious use 
(spiritual bathing) takes place on regular basis on the seashore. The degradation activities 
in the river bank do not take place without the knowledge of some leaders in Okun-Ijebu 
community who are not environmentally educated. Similarly, cigarette-butts, fuel-pump 
and oil-filter used by mechanics during the course of repairing faulty sand haulage lorries 
were found on the banks. Also, confectionery wrapper/plastic bottle were some of the 
materials found at the river banks on different spots along the river banks. These actions of 
man at the river bank do nothing than to negatively impact the wildlife present. The 
riparian fauna community are critically stressed to the limit for existence in an 
environment where there is constant man’s interruption of the bank.  
 
Lastly, the riparian area of these two rivers have been entirely encroached, contaminated 
and polluted. Massive degradation signs, bank erosion and sparse vegetation were sighted 
as costs of Rivers Omidu and Okomayan banks’ abuse. Lakes, ponds, rivers, and streams 
must be protected from encroaching development activities, including roads and 
driveways, by maintaining and/or establishing undisturbed, naturally vegetated riparian 
buffers on their banks (Bond, 2003). This study revealed total neglect of riparian habitat 
protection with its cataclysmic effects on wildlife resources and its component. 
 
Recommendation 
Riparian are intricate biomes providing food, shelter and habitat for exclusive fauna and 
flora species. Also, the sustained existence, protection and conservation of wildlife species 
and its ecological components in the riparian habitat of the two rivers calls for immediate 
government response. Ogun state legislative arm of government should as matter of 
urgency pass an environmental law for the protection of riparian habitat with minimum of 
240feet setback as critical components of protected areas in the state. This law should be 
accompanied with implementing mechanism for it sustainability.  
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